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DISTRICT GOVERNORõS NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Contacts: DG Lion Femi Onabolu: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
Pauline Hoogerwerf: secretary@lions105m.org.uk 

 

My Fellow Lions,  
 

ñORDINARY PEOPLE, AMAZING THINGSò 
 

óOrdinary People Amazing thingsô has become a popular household phrase among Lions of MD105, but I 
am not sure the true impact of this phrase is really felt by Lions.  My Club visits continue to expose me to 
a catalogue of remarkably óamazing thingsô that Lions achieve individually, as Clubs and in their              
community on a daily basis and how these impact on humanity as a whole.  We take our services for 
granted and Lions hardly ever sit back to reflect on or quantify the total impact of their services. 
 

The catalogue of Clubôs activities from my visits (to mention a few) include: 
 

¶ Meals on Wheels for the destitute 
¶ Support and contributions to Troop Aid 
¶ Jeff Sparrow Trophy competition for Junior Cricket Clubs 
¶ Annual Ducks, Ferrets, Virtual Horses and Balloon fundraising Races for charitable purposes 
¶ Fundraising Bonfires and Fun Runs that raise tens of thousands of pounds 
¶ Large donation towards Sensory Garden, Cancer Care and Nursing Homes 
¶ Large donation to Metabolic Diseases Unit of Childrenôs Hospital 
¶ Community Pre-releases Cinema 
¶ Kindness Day and Wish weeks with contributions to needy causes both  in local communities 

and  internationally to projects in developing nations 
¶ Message in a Bottle and Life-Line Bottles in Northamptonshire 
¶ Lots and lots more, too numerous to itemise.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I watched with admiration, sobriety and humility (in the company of the Lord Mayor of Dudley, the       
Worshipful Councillor Pat Martin), Kingswinford and Stourbridge Lions Annual Games for mentally and    
physically handicapped at the Stourbridge Crystal Centre.  This brought joy, cheers and laughter to the 
participants.  I also witnessed over £50,000 being donated by a Lions Club to various Charities, including            
redeeming a $16,000 pledge towards Lions Campaign Sight First II - all in one evening.  
 

I am humbled by these experiences and very appreciative of the phrase, óOrdinary People, Amazing 
Things.  These and many more, make me proud to be a Lion. 
 

Very Well Done to All my Fellow Lions in Service  

Please circulate to all Club Members 
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DISTRICT AUTUMN FORUM  
SUNDAY 18

TH
 OCTOBER 

 

 

This will be the last call for this all important       
Autumn Forum. At the time of going to press, over 
110 Lions from about 30 Clubs have registered for 
the Forum. This is very encouraging but it will be 
appreciated if more Clubs register their             
attendance.  
 
This Forum is special and it is for YOU. Club    
representatives will ensure that their fellow Lions 
are adequately informed of matters of great      
interest.  New Lions especially will see a different 
aspect of Lions activities outside the familiar Club 
or Zone meeting environment.  
 
The Autumn Forum is our Mini-Convention and 
prepares us for greater things to come. Please 
register early because we are limited to 150 seats 
only.  
 
MDHQ staff will be at hand to promote sales of 
various Lions materials and items of interest to 
individual Lions and Clubs.  
 

MUSIC COMPETITION 
 

The instrument for this yearôs Lions Music        
competition is the Classical Guitar and our District 
is still in search of candidates.  We are aware that 
tuition in Classical Guitar is now very rare, but 
your local music teachers may point you in the 
right direction to find candidates.  
 
It is hoped that we can have District elimination by 
end of January 2010 in time for the closing date 
for MD competition on 28th February 2010. The 
MD winner will compete at the Europa Forum in 
Bologna, Italy from 4

th
 to 6

th
 November 2010.   

 

MIDLAND NEWS 
 
The Midland News will as usual continue to be 
brought up to date on the District Web site and I 
urge you all to find time to keep abreast of         
information on Club and District matters. 
 
Please send all items for inclusion in the Midland 
News to Lion Joy Haffner. 
 

 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

OCTOBER WORLD SERVICE &              
MEMBERSHIP MONTH 

 
 

The month of October is very important in the     
annals of the International Association of Lions 
Clubs.  Worldwide, Lions annually celebrate World 
Lions Service Week during the week that           
embodies, or culminates on, 8

th
 of October, which 

is World Lions Service Day .   
 
On the second Thursday of October every year is 
World Sight Day , celebrated by all humanitarian 
service organisations involved in Sight related   
activities. You have all received information from 
the MD PR Officer for Clubs to participate in the 
ñSTEP INTO THE UNKNOWNò blindfold initiative.  
 
We are aware that the information came out very 
late for many Clubs to make adequate                
arrangements.  However, it is a great idea for    
publicity that can be carried out at anytime as a 
Club function. 
 
October is also Lions Clubs International     
Membership month  where worldwide incentives 
are given to Lions Clubs that Induct new members. 
Let us join our Lions in other parts of the World to 
celebrate this month of October. 
 
Our International Presidents message ñMove To 
Growò is very relevant at this stage; please re-
member the importance of Growth in our Clubs to 
the smooth running of our Association and 
achievement of our Humanitarian goals. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

I wish to welcome the following new members to 
the International Association of Lions Clubs: 
 
New Lion  Club  
 

John Smith Aldridge & District 

Gloria Hayes Birmingham Acocks Green 

Arun Agarwal Birmingham Edgbaston 

Andrew Judd Droitwich 

Karen Rice Kingswinford & Stourbridge 

Philip Inshaw Kenilworth 

David Wagg Kettering & District 

Michael Millman Nuneaton 
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NEW MEMBERS CONTINUED:  
 

New Lion  Club  
 

Liz Curley Shakespeare (Alcester) 
 Branch 
Mike Goode : 

Jenny Theobald : 

Yvonne Darg : 

Madeline Hayes : 

Ute Heath : 

Roger Pemberton : 

Peter Patrick Stour Valley 

Dennis King Solihull 

Austen Shapcott : 

Rob Gordon Southam 

Atabar Rohman Walsall 

Eddy Ryan Wellingborough & District 

 
I also welcome reinstated Lions Malcolm Taylor-
Griffiths of Kettering and Harish Bhrara of        
Wolverhampton Lions Clubs. 
 
It is my hope that you will all settle down and en-
joy service activities and fellowship with friendship 
in your various Clubs.  
 

You are Welcome  
 

M. E. R. L. 
 

Our Membership, Extension, Retention and    
Leadership Committee has been working hard, as 
indicated by 23 new members inducted in the last 
3 months.  
 

We are aware of many more that are awaiting  
induction and this is very encouraging because it 
shows that we are meeting our target.  
 

Efforts are still being made to form the first of 3 
targeted new Clubs but the following all give us  
hope for success: 
 

¶ 7 members inducted into the newly formed    
Alcester Branch 

¶ attendance of 16 persons from card drops 
with 8 further enquiries for membership of 
the 3rd Coventry Lions Club  

¶ recent contacts for possible formation of a 
Leamington Spa Lions Club 

 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

LCIF:  
 

Massive Earthquake in Indonesia October 
2009 
  
Please be informed that LCIF is working with local 
Lions to respond to the massive earthquake that 
rocked Pandang, Indonesia.  
 
As of 2nd October, at least 1,100 people are dead 
and many more are missing. Officials believe 90 
percent of the residents ï as many as several    
hundred people ï were buried. Three villages were 
flattened to rubble.  
 
LCIF is in contact with local Lions and, as further 
information is received, it will be posted on the 
LCIF website. For details see the following link: 
  
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/
newsroom/lions-lcif-indonesia.php 
  
Lions Clubs can help by donating to the designated 
account for this specific disaster ï Earthquake in 
Indonesia 2009  
  
Cheques should be made payable to Lions Clubs 
International and endorsed on the back with the 
name of the relevant appeal. Please send to the 
District Treasurer PDG John Bush.  
 
Cheques can also be sent to the LCIF District     
Coordinator, Lion Richard Wilson, for paperwork to 
identify Individual donors.  
  
You will be kept informed and advised of any 
changes regarding this and the two other recent 
appeals concerning the typhoon in the Philippines, 
and the tsunami in Samoa.  
 
DGôs PARTNERôS PROJECT 
 

Most of you are already aware that the District   
Governorôs Partnerôs Project for this Lions year is 
'Hospice At Home'. Anna will be at the Autumn   
Forum to brief you on her choice of charity and  
appeal for your support.  
 
Many Clubs are already forwarding contributions to 
the District Treasurer and Anna hopes your Club 
will be represented at the Forum so you can       
convey her appeal to your members.  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/newsroom/lions-lcif-indonesia.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/newsroom/lions-lcif-indonesia.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/newsroom/lions-lcif-typhoon.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/newsroom/lions-lcif-samoa.php
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DGôs DIARY 
 

Charter Anniversaries  
 
The season for Clubsô Charter Anniversaries is 
now in full swing:  
 

 
Club Visits:  
 

October:  
 

 

Council of Governors meeting: 30th October - 
1

st
 November 

 

 
November:  
 

 
District Cabinet Meeting: Saturday 28th November 
 
 

December:  
 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

3rd October ï Wellingborough 10th October ï Marston Green 

31st October ï Northampton 80   14th November ï Sutton   
Coldfield 

28th November ï Worcester 29th November - Thurnby 

 

Cabinet Appointment  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We announce the appointment to Cabinet of PDG 
Brian Burgess as the Deputy Treasurer with       
immediate effect.  
 

Brian, a retired accountant, is a member of Knowle 
& Dorridge Lions Club. He will assist our Treasurer 
PDG John Bush as required during the remainder 
of this Lions year.   
 
OPEN INVITATION TO THE NEXT CABINET 
MEETING FOR LIONS IN REGION 3 
 

I am aware that many Lions wonder what goes on 
in the District cabinet and how decisions that affect 
their Clubs and Membership are taken. It is my 
wish to open up Cabinet Meetings to all interested 
Lions, especially since this will help incoming      
District Governors to find more willing hands to 
serve on cabinet.  However, our problem has      
always been one of space, since the Cabinet      
currently consists of over 50 serving Lions. 
 
To avoid overcrowding, I have decided to invite   
Lions from each Region to each of the remaining 3 
Cabinet meetings, starting with Region 3 .  The 
next meeting is on Saturday 28th November at the    
Birmingham Airport Holiday Inn, 10.30 a.m. start.    
Regions 2 and 1 will follow at future meetings.  
 
Please note that attendance will be on 'Observer 
Status' only. Observers will not be allowed to speak 
or vote on matters on discussion. 
 
Until my next issue in November, please remember 
that we are 
 

ñALL ONE IN SERVICEò 

1st: Corby 6th: Rushden 

7th: Warwick 8th: Walsall 

12th Kettering 13th Barwell & Earl Shilton 

14th: Coventry Leofric 19th Knowle & Dorridge 

20th: Solihull 22nd: Codsall 

2nd: Kenilworth 3rd: Worcester 

4th: Malvern Hills Disabled 
Games & Shirley Club Visit 

5th: Aldridge 

9th: Hinckley & Burbage 10th: Stour Valley 

11th: Birmingham Chinatown 12th: Dudley 

16th: Evesham 17th: Birmingham Exhibition 

18th: Northampton 23rd: Kingswinford & Stour-
bridge 

2nd: Sutton Coldfield 3rd: Bilston & Willenhall 


