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DISTRICT GOVERNORõS NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Contacts: DG Lion Femi Onabolu: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
Pauline Hoogerwerf: secretary@lions105m.org.uk 

 

My Fellow Lions In Service,  
 

ñWe shall pass through this World but once; 
Any Good thing therefore we can do  

Or any kindness we can show to any Human being,  
Let us do it now, let us not defer or neglect it,  
For we shall not pass through this way againò. 

Adaptation from Stephen Grellet 
 

This poem represents our call to Service  
and reminds us of our time limitation. 

 
Welcome to my fifth monthly Newsletter; how time flies? We are almost halfway there.  There are lots and lots 
of events and activities to share with you this month. 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 
AUTUMN FORUM 
 

My gratitude goes to all 137 (counted) attendees at this yearôs Forum.  Post-Forum feedbacks have been on 
the whole favorable, most complimenting the attendance, content, format and timings, with very many Lions 
attending a District Forum for the first time.  
 

However, not everyone was happy; a young Lion President from a New Club, attending a Forum for the first 
time with his colleague, made the following observation; ñHaving been to my first Autumn Forum, we left feeling 
slightly deflated (the elitism is one thing that concerns me). It seems that LCI wants to move on with the times 
and embrace the future but there seems a lot of resistance from existing Lions to keep things as they areò.  
Whatever the reason behind this comment (which I intend to discuss amicably), this young Lion is giving us a 
lot of food for thought. I will recommend to my successors that preparations of future District events should  
involve more of our younger, newer members. We may save Lions by paying more attention to their ideas. 
 

The morning session provided three informative presentations on Speech and Hearing, LCIF and Vulnerable 
Persons Policy by relevant District officers; followed by the first Seminar on obtaining Grants.  Following the 
Coffee break, members of the District Information, Communications and PR Committee, gave a brief            
description of their roles and how best to promote PR in Clubs and achieve good publicity and press coverage 
in the Media.  PDG Doug Cross rounded up the morning session with an 
update on Membership plans and progress in formation of new Clubs and 
increase in Clubsô membership. 
 

After an excellent lunch, there was a presentation by DG spouse Anna on 
her chosen project ñHospice at Homeò.  She introduced Helen Relihan 
from St. Giles Hospice who emphasized the importance of Home Care 
during a patientôs last days or hours. Anna called on Lions to              
generously support this project which will benefit about seven       
different self -funding Hospices spread all over our District.   
 

The DG and 1st VDG candidates were introduced and because there is no 
nomination as yet for the position of 2nd VDG, the closing date for       
nominations was extended to 30th November. 
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FORUM continued é 
 

Dr. Kunle Onabolu (brother) gave a presentation on 
ñAfrican Child Trustò, a charity currently supporting 
children of needy widows and orphans through    
education in six African countries, to enable them to 
achieve their full potentials in life and empower     
widows to support themselves and their children. 
This is the DGôs International project for my year. 
Only through Education of needy children in             
Developing Nations can we ensure progress and 
enrichment of future communities.  
 

PID Phil Nathan, Director of Special Olympics GB 
then introduced the Keynote speaker, Georgina 
Hulme, a multiple Gold medalist, former athlete and 
swimmer and a Board member of Special Olympics 
UK.   

 

Georginaôs presen-
tation was a great 
inspiration to all, 
and many people,    
including myself, 
were deeply moved 
by her speech.  
 
 

After a short DVD 
presentation on this yearôs Special Olympics, I was 
proud to present a cheque of £500 to Special Olym-
pics on  behalf of the     
District. 
 

The Forum was rounded 
up with a questions and 
answers session and an 
update on the Special   
Lions Black Country      
Museum event on 5th     
December 2009. 
 

All in all a wonderful day 
with record attendance 
especially of first time    
attendees at Forums.  My 
gratitude and appreciation goes to all Lions and   
partners who made this a memorable Forum. 
 
 

LIONS WORLD SIGHT DA Y 2009 
Most unfortunately, the announcement of the project 
for this yearôs celebration of World Sight Day ñStep 
Into the Unknownò arrived too late for most Clubs to 
organise activities to mark the day. However some 
Clubs managed to put up a good outing. Among 
these were: 
 

Worcester , supported by Worcestershire              
Association for the Blind (WAB) and Vision Express.  
They were later joined by Worcester Mayor,      

Please circulate to all Club Members 

Councillor Andy 
Roberts who was 
blindfolded and 
led for about 300 
steps around the 
C r o w n  G a t e   
Centre.  They also 
had an Informa-
tion display and 
provided simple 
Eye Tests.  

 

Bromsgrove,  also 
supported by 
(WAB) put up an 
excellent display 
with interactive 
games, including 
óPin the Tail on the 
Donkey whilst 
blindfolded. 
 

Kidderminster & 
District,  supported by Wyre Forest Talking Newspa-
per, held their Sight Awareness Day on Saturday 10th 
October, as part of the Bewdley Festival. They       
provided an information Board and distributed leaflets 
detailing the Lions Eye Health Program outside the 
Bewdley Museum on the High Street. 
 

Rugby Rokeby,  joined by Rugbyôs Lord Mayor and 
Consort, a News Reporter and chaperoned by Lion 
President Liz Scaffidi, all óStepped into the Unknown 
blindfolded and led around the Town centre. Both 
Rugby Observer and Rugby Advertiser gave         
coverage to the event.  
 

Wellesbourne & District  organised a Lions Sight 
Saver and Eye Health Awareness Fundraising     
Evening as part of 
their contribution to 
World Lions Sight 
Day, treating about 
70 Lions and 
Guests to an       
excellent Meal and 
Bollywood singers 
and dancers  at the 
Shahs Restaurant 
in Wellesbourne with the hope of raising over £1,000 
for Sight charities.   
 

Kenilworth  also took part in ñStepping into the        
Unknown.ò Details are not presently available. 
 

It is my hope that Clubs will have the date of 3rd 
Thursday in October 2010 marked out and projects 
planned well ahead of time to share the joy of World 
Lions Sight Day with their local communities. 


