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DISTRICT GOVERNORõS NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Contacts: DG Lion Femi Onabolu: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
Pauline Hoogerwerf: secretary@lions105m.org.uk 

 
 

ñTHE DYE IS CASTò OUR MARCH IS HERE!!! 
Our Beloved District 105M 35th Annual Convention Beckons, 

No, not beckons! but knock knock!!  Knocks at the Door; 
Are you In or are you Out? Have you booked or why delay? 

Join our Cruise to where you dare, destinations still unknown? 
Come Saturday relaxed in the morn, dance the night away in the eve; 

This is one Convention, no one wants to miss; 
Join our DG, ID, PIDs, International, Local dignitaries and Lions galore, 

A Birthday of a life time to celebrate; you can not be left out!!!  
 

 
 

I welcome you all to the most important month in our District calendarðMarch.  
This month we hold our District 35th Annual Convention from the 26th to the 
28th.  We shall be hosting an International Director H.O.B. Lawal from MD 404 
Nigeria, and a host of District, Multiple District and European Lions.  
 
The Multiple District Convention, marking 60 years of Lions in British Isles and 
Ireland, follows at the end of April when the new Council virtually takes over 
and I will become labeled Immediate Past even though I do not hand over till 
July! 
 
I will be extremely grateful for your support in making our Convention a    
memorable one and for those who have not attended an MD Convention      
before, I recommend a trial this year since it will be spectacular:  for the regular 
attendees, I say ñsee you in Leedsò. 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

District Competitions  
 
The outstanding District competitions will be judged on the morning of Saturday 27th March  and          
presentation to the winners will be announced before  breaking up for lunch.  The winner of the 1st Timers 
Competition will be announced in the afternoon. 
 

All Clubs wishing to put in for the Scrap Book, Newsletter and PR competition should make sure they  
submit their relevant materials to the Competition Officer PDG Linda Cross by 6.00 p.m. on Friday 26th 
March.  
 

The District Skittles Finals will now take place on Friday 12th March at Snitterfield Sports Club,         
Wolverton Road, Snitterfield CV37.  
 

Please look out for more information on the finalists and the social arrangements for an enjoyable        
evening. 

H.O.B. Lawal 
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DISASTERS! DISASTERS!! DISASTERS!!!  
 

We as Lions are finding ourselves more and more 
challenged by the series of natural and human 
disasters currently plaguing our world. Before one 
is over another one surfaces; they can be both 
near and far but none the less close to our hearts.  
No sooner than all our Clubs rally round in support 
of Haiti are we faced with the Chilean disaster.  
 

The frequency is becoming so alarming that the 
MD Council decided to set up a special committee 
to deliberate on a short and long term policy of 
assistance to be rendered to future disaster areas 
of the world. This committee will meet on the 3rd of 
March and present a guideline to Council. 
 

Lions Clubs International Foundation is respond-
ing to the needs in all these areas in the short 
term but, even when all other agencies have left, 
Lions Clubs International will be at hand to       
continue to provide needed rehabilitation          
assistance.  
 

May I seize this opportunity to thank all our many 
Clubs for their very generous donations towards 
Haiti disaster. Special mention and appreciation 
must be made for the donation of £4,000 by     
Kenilworth Lions Club; this is the highest donation 
so far received from any single Club. Thank you 
Kenilworth and thank you to all our Clubs. 
 

Please remember the words of LCIF Chairman, 
PIP Al Brandel who wrote ñI challenge Lions 
worldwide to join me in our efforts to rebuild the 
lives, families and communities affected by the 
earthquake in Haiti. One of our Lions greatest 
strengths is the support we give to our fellow 
members in times of need. When disasters strike, 
LCIF and Lions from around the world are there to 
support one anotherò.   
 

National Memorial Arboretum  
 

 

This is a reminder that we still need Clubsô 
pledges of their contribution to this most laudable 
project.  
 

Though our District still leads other Districts in the 
number of Clubs and the amount so far donated, 
those who have not yet contributed should discuss 
this project ASAP in their next meeting.  
 

Thank you all for ñAll the Patriots who from their 
National Services and sacrifices, now Rest In 
Peaceò.  
 

They deserve to be remembered.   

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

Membership  
 

February has been a very good month for the    
induction of new members. We have continued to 
maintain good membership increases and, as at 
28th of February, we had a net gain of 8 members.  
 

I am glad to announce that we have partially       
reinstated the lost Coventry Lions Club, where we 
have sworn in 7 new Lions as foundation for the 
new Coventry Phoenix Lions Club.  We look      
forward to more growth in membership in the      
remaining months of our Lionsô year.  I urge Clubs, 
especially those with less than 15 members, to 
plan yellow Card drops.  
 

Please remember that the MERL Team is there to 
help you and also remember that there is funds 
available to you for your membership drive         
initiatives. 
 

I wish to remind all our Clubs of the importance of 
your relatives, friends and social acquaintances to 
our membership growth. Remember Lions Clubs 
are founded on Invitation; print your own invitation 
cards and carry them about with you to hand out 
as business cards.  If you know of any service 
minded relative, friend or acquaintance who you 
would prefer others to invite, please refer them to a 
member of the MERL committee and they will   
approach or contact them. 
 

Welcome to New Members  
 

I welcome the following Lions to the family of the 
International Association of Lions Clubs: 
 

Leslie Armstrong  Coventry Phoenix  
Malcolm Clark   ñ 
Shirley Denyer  ñ  
Pete Fulton   ñ 
Rod Pickering   ñ 
Sue Prue   ñ 
Jim Reah   ñ 
Roger Lane  Southam  
Stephen Pitt  Wolverhampton  
Gordon Henderson Kenilworth  
Dominic Forty  Mkt Harborough Branch 
Pamela Mackenzie  ñ  
Rekka Chauhan Thurnby  
Gerald Smith  Nuneaton  
Wendy Burridge Northampton 80  
 
 

We gained 15 new members in the month of     
February. I commend the efforts of all the Clubs 
above for their initiative, drive and effort in bringing 
these new members into the Lions fold.  
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Roy White Memorial Trophy:  
 
 

Barbara White will be donating a Trophy to the 
District for a Youth Essay Competition for children 
between the ages of 11 and 14 years.  
 

A written Essay of not more than a thousand 
words on the topic: ñMy Experience in Community 
Serviceò will be the theme of the competition. 
Clubs will be asked to invite schools in their      
localities to participate in this competition.  
 

The winner will get a miniature of the Trophy for 
keeps and a bursary of £100 toward the project in 
the winning Essay.   
 

More details will be made available to Clubs. This 
competition can not be organised for this year due 
to time constraint and the approaching schools 
examination period. 
 

MD Leo Convention 9th to 11th  April 2010  
 

Coventry Godiva Lions Club is hosting this yearôs 
MD Leo Convention. This is the first time in some 
years that the Leos will have an MD Convention.  
 

Our Leo Clubs are the soul of Lions in the young 
generation. I urge Clubs to support the Leos by 
sending a representative to the Convention and 
arrange representation at their Saturday Socials. 
 

Young Ambassador Finals  
 

As usual, our District hosted this yearôs MD Young 
Ambassador Finals. It was a very moving 3 day 
affair that started on Friday 19th February and 
ended on Sunday 21st with young ambassadors 
from 12 Districts competing.  
 

After a thrilling, tiring, and nail biting series of 
speeches by the contestants, Kayleigh from 
105BS won the Shipshape Award whilst the 
Young Ambassador Award went to Shane OôBrien 
from 105 Ireland. 
 

Our own District candidate was Eleanor Grice, 
sponsored by Aldridge Lions Club and, although 
she did not win the MD Final, she was a worthy 
candidate and an excellent Ambassador for our 
District.  Congratulations to Eleanor!  

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

Message In A Bottle (MIAB)  
 

Have you collected more bottles yet? I am          
informed there is still a large quantity of bottles in 
Lion Gulab Mistryôs garage.  
 

Remember that this is a great opportunity to      
engage prospective and new Lions in Community 
Service in your localities. Please contact and      
collect bottles from Lion Gulab. 
 

February Cabinet Meeting  
 
 

¶ Haiti: So far, over £19,264 has been donated 
from 105M for Haiti.  MD total is over £120,000. 

¶ Long Range Planning: 5 year and 10 year   
programme being implemented. 

¶ Disability Games: Volunteers needed for event 
on 16th Mayðcontact Greg Hession.  Places 
still available for Dinner on Thursday 25th 
March. 

¶ MERL: Help required, especially in the North 
and South of the District.  Volunteers neededð
contact Doug Cross. 

¶ District Diary to be implemented and placed on 
website. 

¶ Youth Projects: More support for youth projects 
requested from Regions and Zones. 

¶ Youth Camp: Volunteers requiredðcontact 
John Barnes. 

¶ Music Competition: Instrument for 2010/2011 is 
the Oboe.  2011/2012ðCello. 

¶ District Deaf Awareness Day to be organised. 
¶ North Sea Lions: Decision made to donate 200 

Euros from District towards cost of producing a 
NSL banner. 

¶ MD Leo Conference: Decision made to finance 
attendance at Conference for Godiva Leo Club 
Officersðtotal £330. 

¶ Hospice at Home:  Pyjama Walk in Cannon Hill 
Park on 6th June.  1km and 5km walk.  Further 
details to be advised.  Volunteers needed on 
the day. 

¶ Lions DVD Project: Contact Trevor Curtis if  
interested in having a DVD of your own Club 
activities produced from your own video      
footage. 

¶ MD Convention 2012: Taking place at           
Birmingham Metropole Hotel 2nd to 6th May 
2012. 

¶ National Memorial Arboretum: Over £20,000 
already pledged for Lions Shelter.  Clubs urged 
to support this project.  Information re payment 
of pledges to be circulated soon. 



March 2010           105 M DG NEWS                                   Issue 9 

 

DG Travels in March  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having covered three-quarters of my visits to 
Clubs in the first 4 months between August and 
November, I am now having deserved rest after 
labour.  
 

For the month of March, I only have 2 Clubs to 
visit:  
 
Balsall Common on the 8th 
Handsworth Ladies on the 10th 
 
Charter Anniversaries  
 

Similarly I have only one Charter Anniversary in 
March at Barwell & Earl Shilton on the 6th. 

Please circulate to all Club Members 

 

OBITUARY 
 

It is with deepest regret that I announce the    
passing to Glory of Lion Frank Fowler of Moseley 
& Kings Heath Lions Club.  
 
Frank has been a Lion for close to 40 years. His 
funeral took place on Wednesday 3rd March. 
 
On behalf of all Lions in District 105M, our         
condolences go out to his family.  
 

May His Soul Rest In Peace. 
 
 

Conclusion  
 

My colleagues in Service of our Communities and 
Humanity, have a good month and I look forward 
to seeing very many of you at the District         
Convention from Friday 26th to Sunday 28th of 
March. 
 

ñAll One In Serviceò.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


