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MOVE TO GROW

| welcome you to my eighth monthly Newsletter; how time flies!

“Time like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all his sons/daughters away,
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the opening day”

HAITI EARTHQUAKE

The above quotation is very appropriate, in light of the after-
math of the massive earthquake that devastated Haiti in the
last month. The whole world has been moved to action as Aid
in various shapes and forms pours into Haiti. Lions Clubs
International Foundation reacted with initial contribution
towards immediate relief, tents, blankets, clothing, food and
calls to Lions worldwide to support Haitians through
contributions to LCIF. Lions have so far contributed over a
million dollars and Lions are on the ground helping to cater for
the needs of the destitute, the homeless, orphans, widows;
rebuilding lives and property and giving hope to the hopeless.

The enthusiasm shown by Clubs in our District has been for- ©_*
midable; in 2 days following the earthquake, two of our Clubs §

raised over a thousand pounds and many more have been

seriously engaged in fund raising activities towards this emergency humanitarian disaster.

Our Council of Governors have been very active and reactive in setting up a committee to look into a project that will
be identified with our Multiple District (with the consent of LCIF) and look beyond this disaster to create a template
for the MD direct involvement in future disasters.

My fellow Lions in Service, this is one of those special occasions where we are called to ‘give freely of our time,
labour and means’ in Service of Humanity. | am sure all our Clubs will respond positively to this call.

District Convention 26" — 28" March 2010 at the Birmingham Int. Airport Holiday Inn.

My fellow Lions, our District Convention knocks at the door, just six weeks away. Have you booked for the Host
Night on Friday 26" March, and have you prepared for the Cruise? Is it a Sailor white, swimming gear or a Safari
suite? Everything goes!

Saturday allows all Lions from the distant borders to arrive in good time for 10.00am Opening Ceremony and a
breather to meet and listen to our invited guests, participate in Competitions Awards ceremony and have lunch
before the business part of the Convention starts at 1.30pm. During the afternoon you will vote for your DG, 1st and
2" Vice DGs and vote on Resolutions, as well as listening to our International Guest, ID H.O.B. Lawal. The business
session will close at 4.30 p.m. prompt.

The Saturday night Banquet & Ball doubles as DG 70" Birthday celebration. It will be in 3 parts: Lions Protocol and
traditional Banquet, Birthday celebration and cabaret with Entertainment and Dancing.

Your attendance and support for the District Governor will be highly appreciated.

Please make your booking TODAY if you have not already done so.

Please circulate to all Club Members
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MD CONVENTION

Leeds 30" April to 2" May 2010
Celebration of 60 Years of Lions in the British Isles
& Ireland

This is a reminder of the Multiple District Convention
and celebration of 60 years of Lions in the British Isles
& lIreland. Join in the fun and fellowship and make
friends from Lions Clubs in the 13 Districts that make
up MD105, as well as International President Eberhard
Wirfs and other International Dignitaries and Guests.

If you are a regular attendant, you will be aware that no
two MD Conventions are ever the same. Each year
presents its own colours and treats; the atmosphere is
always different and Leeds has its own unique
features.

If you have never attended an MD Convention before,
you will be missing the opportunity to extend your
scope for friendship and fellowship beyond your Club,
Zone, Region and District. There are over 800 Clubs in
our Multiple District and many of these are represented
by Delegates at the MD Conventions.

Come and support your incoming DG - Martin Bye.

LIONS IN SIGHT

Our International President ‘Lion In Sight’ program has
come but not gone.

Did your Club manage to organise any displays in your
local Libraries or put up Lions awareness activities dur-
ing the last 2 weeks of January 20107

We are aware of the lateness of the information passed
round but we must take it as an ongoing program that
should run throughout the year. | am aware of Clubs
that have used the exercise as a great opportunity to
circulate their display boards periodically around all
public places in their community.

Your Club may find this useful to put ‘Lions in Sight’ in
your Community.

OBITUARY

It is with deepest regret that | announce the passing to
Glory of the following devoted and dedicated Lions:

Lion Reg Prime of Rugby Rokeby
Lion Hans Raj Kataria of Birmingham Handsworth
Lion Collin Inns of Knowle & Dorridge

On behalf of all Lions of District 105M, our condolences
go to all their families.

May Their Souls Rest In Peace.

MEMBERSHIP
Des pite.-:::.

unavoidable
losses through
death and drops
for other rea-
sons, our Dis-
trict has contin-
ued to maintain
a balanced
membership. |
am aware that
our objective

i"&

i

is to have massive increase in membership, but
realistically for this time of the Lions’ year, and the
amount of background work that has been in place by
our MERL Committee, | am optimistic that we shall end
this year with a plus in membership.

At the last MERL meeting held on the 26™ January,
efforts are being put into establishing local connections
in Perton, Womborne, Penkridge and Brownhills in
Region 1; Atherstone, Coleshill, and Alcester (where a
Branch Club has been formed with 8 members) in
Region 2A; Birmingham Sparkhill/Sparkbrook, Hall
Green, Oldbury/Langley and Birmingham Phoenix in
Region 2B; Coventry Phoenix (where 7 members have
paid their joining fees), Daventry, Brackley &
Silverstone and Royal Leamington Spa in Region 3.

All these are possible venues for new Lions Clubs; the
MERL committee is working very hard but it still needs
Lions to volunteer to work in and around all the
above mentioned communities to be able to make a
positive impact.

If any Lion knows anyone in any of these areas, please
contact PDG Doug Cross with the information. New
Clubs are formed around people and you never know
who can be the foundation of a new Club from among
your friends and acquaintances.

There are still 8 of our Clubs with less than 10 members
(excluding the Branch Clubs). We all owe it as a
responsibility to help these Clubs grow where we can,
either by giving them a hand with their yellow card
drops or attending their ‘drinks and nibbles’ night to beef
up membership.

It is difficult for these Clubs when prospective members
turn up at drinks and nibbles and find only a handful of
Lions; they wonder if the Club is for them.

As at 31 January, our Membership stands at 1,068, the
same as we inherited on the 30" of June 2009.

Please circulate to all Club Members
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COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS DECISIONS
The Council of Governors met from the 22™ to the 24"
of January to deliberate on issues of governance of the
Multiple District. Very notable among the very many
issues that surfaced are:

Operation of the Management Committee

Budget for 2010/2011

Youth Trust

Resolutions for the MD Convention in Leeds and
Long Range Planning Committee proposals to
Council

MD Structure & Governance:

Council considered the operation of the Management
Committee (MC) has been beneficial to the operation of
the Multiple District (MD) and in order to conform with
the MD Constitution so that the continued development
of the Pilot Study process can be maintained,
requested the Council Advisory Committee (CAC) to
assume the functions of the MC thereby disbanding the
MC in its present format.

Budget:

Council approved the budget submission for 2010-2011
that dues be set at £20.50 per member, based on
17,000 members in the MD as against £19.60 last year.

Youth Trust:

Council also approved that the voluntary contribution of
Clubs to the Youth Trust be increased from £50 to £60
and that the maximum Youth Trust contribution to fu-
ture Youth Camps be set at £500 per person and any
requirements in excess of this be met by sponsorships
or mother income streams generated by the organising
District.

MD Resolutions:

Council will oppose at the MD Convention a proposal
from District 105E seeking distribution of Directories in
accordance with demands from Clubs; Council will
maintain its approved proposal to distribute to all MD
and District Cabinet Officers, 3 to every principal Club
officer and 1 extra pro-rata for every 5 members in
each Club.

The wording of the proposed Memorandum of Under-
standing by the MD105 with Special Olympics was ap-
proved in principle. This will allow Lions Logo to be
used in all Special Olympics functions and in all Special
Olympics publications relating to Lions.

Medic Alert bracelets for all competing Athletes will
also be sponsored by Lions; this is called “No Athlete
Without” project.

The proposal for re-launching the BMHA at the MD
Convention in Leeds was approved.

Long Range Planning

LRPC 5-10 year Plans for the way forward for Lions in
MD105 was confirmed but referred to DGEs and 1°
VDGs to progress and report back to April Council.

Council endorsed for publication, a statement in
support of organisations supporting “wounded troops”:

“Lions Clubs International, MD 105, British Isles &
Ireland is proud to march each year on Remembrance
Sunday at the National Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall
and at many other local Remembrance Parades &
Services honouring our fallen troops.

As a further mark of respect and support for our Troops,
the Council of Governors of Lions Clubs International
MD 105, British Isles & Ireland encourages all Lions,
Lionesses, and LEO Clubs within the Multiple District to
actively support by activities and/or donations, those
organizations (e.g. Help for Heroes: St. Dunstan’s;
SAAFA etc) currently working to provide facilities and
assist the rehabilitation of those troops wounded in both
current and past conflicts”.

Council rejected the proposal that the Multiple District
Constitution be amended to make it a requirement that
a balanced budget be presented to Convention.

Council similarly rejected the proposal that a
re-Districting exercise be undertaken to reduce the
number of Districts from 13 down to 9.

Council reaffrmed commitment to the National
Memorial Arboretum project and requests
encouragement of Clubs to support with pledges of at
least £75.

DGs and District MERL Teams are requested to keep
Membership on top of their Agenda in their
communication and visits to Clubs.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

| wish to welcome the following new members, who
have recently joined the family of Lions:

Dr. Binod Singh
Andrew Coope
Sue Davis
Pamela Sharp
Anne Turner
John Thompson
Mary Thompson
Basil de Souza
John Edwards
Mike Gee

Kate Godber
Janet Bonner
Christine Wilkinson
Roy Townsend

Castle Bromwich
Wolverhampton
Hinckley & Burbage

Shakespeare
Kingswinford & Stourbridge

Northampton
Market Harborough

Walsall

| similarly welcome back to the Lions family:
William Lamm of Kidderminster & District Lions.

It is my hope that you will not only be made very
welcome in your new Clubs, but you will be fully
engaged and offered responsibilities in fulfillment of
your aspiration to serve your community and humanity.

You are Welcomed.

Please circulate to all Club Members
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DISTRICT GOVERNORS SHOPPING LIST

This is that time of the year when Clubs want to be reminded of the
DG Shopping List. A few Clubs had forgotten that a comprehensive
list came out in my August Newsletter:

DG PARTNERS PROJECT - £200

Anna spoke about “Hospic
information packs have been circulated to all Clubs.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS - £100

Many Clubs are already donating towards this very worthy cause
that brings joy, happiness and hope to lots of people, whose lives
would otherwise never have been the same.

AFRICAN CHILD TRUST (ACT) - £150

Millions of children in Africa having both parents struggle for basic
survival but it is even more difficult for children without a father. The
mothers struggle to provide a livelihood but stand no chance of
providing education; ACT has taken up the responsibility of
ensuring that more and more of these children are given a chance
for the future. They call on you to join them in ACTING.

LCIF - £100

We have seen LCIF at work in moments of disasters and several
Clubs, as well as our District, have benefited from various matching
Grants. Every Club has made contributions to LCIF credited as
undesignated Funds. Cumulatively these funds have been used by
Clubs to award Melvin Jones Fellowships to deserving members.
Invest in yourselves.

NORTH SEA LIONS - £150

District 105M was a partner in the formation of North Sea Lions, we
are under obligation to sustain it and ensure continuity of the laud-
able projects it sponsors all around the Globe.

COMPREHENSIVE EYE SERVICES ( Eye Camps) - £250

Thi s i s every Lions Club
Knights in the fight against preventable Blindness. Eye Camps
have become very popular among Lions worldwide and your contri-
bution is accounted for by Lions Sight Savers.

YOUTH PROJECTS - £100

Support of Youth projects and offering opportunities for young peo-
ple to develop their own skills is paramount to Lions future. Your
contribution will help to support Young Ambassador, Music and
Youth Football competitions,

GIFT FOR LIVING - £100

This goes towards rebuilding and rehabilitating areas in Europe
destroyed by conflicts and wars and restoring some quality of life to
the impoverished inhabitants.

TACADE - £100

Many of us are aware of the destruction to lives caused by addic-
tion of young people to drugs, alcohol abuse, gambling and the
devastating effect of bereavement on children. TACADE and Lions
in the UK have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to work
together to promote distribution of Literatures in schools.

UNICEF - £200

Lions are partners with the United Nations and through UNICEF
Lions contribute towards its work with Street Children (£45) and
providing Edukits for children in developing Nations (£110). Re-
maining donation will go to Lions Water Aid (£45).

These are the recommended projects for your consideration.
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DG TRAVELS IN FEBRUARY

Tuesday 2™ : Rescheduled Birmingham Handsworth
Thursday 4™ : Bilston & Willenhall

Monday 8" : Lutterworth

Wednesday 10" : Rescheduled Sheldon
TAdrsday1q'm Wolverlﬁ‘aﬁu@tdn ect at

Sunday 14" : District Cabinet

For u

CHARTER ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday 13" : Walsall

Saturday 20™ : Sheldon

Saturday 27" : Bromsgrove

EPILOGUE

My Fellow Lions in Service of our Communities, our
Nation and Humanity, one of my objectives this year as
District Governor has been to keep Lions informed of
what is happening and what decisions are being taken
within our District and in the Multiple District Council of
Governorjkl hoBe that with m News lﬁ]rs and th
goo% OWbrkd bf our bompnun afons ' ahd Pu%l%lty
Committee you will not only be informed but become
more interested in following developments in our Lions
programmes at all levels.

| thank you all for the support and encouragement you
are giving me and | look forward to this support being
manifested in your attendance of the forthcoming
District Convention and joining me in celebrating my
landmark birthday on Saturday 27" March 2010.

Please always remember that we are “ALL ONE IN
SERVICE”

Please circulate to all Club Members

of



