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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Contacts: DG Lion Femi Onabolu: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
Pauline Hoogerwerf: secretary@lions105m.org.uk 

CONVENTION 2010 
 

Thank You! Thank You!! Thank You All!!!   
For a most memorable Convention, unforgettable Banquet & Ball and unrepeatable celebration 

of my 70
th
 Birthday. 

I thank all Lions in the District for raising no objections to arranging our Convention to coincide with my 
birthday in the month of March; for having an open mind and showing strong support by turning out in   
unprecedented large number (197 registered attendants without counting the unregistered, 44 Clubs    
represented by 73 registered delegates) to a change in the format of the Convention day and for staying 
throughout the day‟s proceedings until closing at 4.25pm. You have proved that innovations are not     

necessarily a step backwards but a window into the   
future. 
 
 

My sincerest gratitude goes to all the Clubs in Zone D 
and the Convention Chairman PDG Heather Lee, for the 
good fellowship and mutual understanding displayed in 
achieving an excellent, very high quality and openly   
acclaimed high standard of success in organizing the 
Host night, Convention and the Banquet & Ball.   
 
 

In my 12 years of 
membership in 
MD105, I have not 

been privileged to witness a more entertaining Host Night (in      
District, MD, Europa or International Conventions) as displayed by    
Marston Green & District Lions.  My unbridled gratitude and deepest 
appreciation goes to all your members, for all the hard work,        
rehearsals and diligence put into the preparations.  
 
My family members and friends were very highly impressed and 
send you their appreciation and  congratulations. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  
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For all the Lions that attended 
my Banquet & Ball and the 
post-celebration at the Gables 
Hotel, I can only hope you 
were not disappointed. I am 
very grateful for your support. 

My gratitude is also extended to the Mayor of Solihull, Councillor (Hon. 
Lion) Norman Davies and his wife Mayoress Brenda Davies for the          
fantastic hospitality given to us in a Civic Reception at Solihull Council 
House on  Friday, and their participation in the Convention and Banquet & 
Ball on   Saturday. 

 
My congratulations to all the Award winners; as I said in my        
Convention speech, I am indebted to all my Cabinet officers, Club 
Presidents and all Lions from Clubs that have helped to make my 
year a success. It is a pity that not every hard worker receives 
awards and there are very many great  Lions that are contented to 
work behind the scenes,  I managed to dig a few of these out for   
recognition. Every hard working Lion in the District is an award    
winner and those rewarded are only  representatives of these Lions. 

 

I congratulate Martin Bye,      
Neil Chisholm and Paul Anstice 
on their election as DGE, 1st and 
2nd Vice DGEs respectively.  My best wishes to you all as you take on 
the mantle of  Leadership in our District and especially to Martin in his 
preparations for a very successful 2010/2011 Lions year as District 
Governor. 
 

Our International guest HOB Lawal sent a 
letter of congratulations to the District for a 
successful and enjoyable Convention. He 
expressed gratitude for hospitality          
received and apologised for absence from 
the Host night due to his obligatory       
attendance of the Lions Day with the UN in  
Vienna on the same day, following the   

International President‟s visit to MD 404 Nigeria. I have replied on your behalf 
thanking him for his attendance, interesting speech and contributions to the 
success of the Convention. 
 

Lastly, my gratitude goes to all Lions in and out of our District who have sent 
me congratulatory messages for an enjoyable Convention. I am happy that 
your attendance was justified by the impressions you took away with you.  
 

We look forward to your attendance next year at Warwick. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  
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DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS 
 

The winners (or their representatives) of 
the District Competitions were presented 
with trophies by the International Guest     
ID HOB Lawal, as follows: 
 

Young Ambassador   Eleanor Grice, sponsored by Aldridge Lions Club 
Music Competition   James Swarbrick, sponsored by Birmingham Exhibition Lions Club 
Peace Poster    Yasmin Uddin, sponsored by Redditch Lions Club 
 
Youth Exchange Individual   Lion Jeffrey yapp of Birmingham Chinatown Lions Club 
Youth Exchange Club   Bromsgrove Lions Club 
Youth Football     Shirley Lions Club 
Music Competition    Birmingham Exhibition Lions Club 
Public Relations     Shirley Lions Club 
Travelling Lion    Bilston & Willenhall Lions Club 
Environmental Photo Competition   CC Lion Andy Pemberton of Balsall Common Lions Club 
Website      Bromsgrove Lions Club 
Scrap Book      Castle Bromwich & District Lions Club 
Golf Competition     Lion Terry White of Bromsgrove Lions Club 
Skittles Competition     Warwick Lions Club 

My special congratulation go to Bromsgrove Lions who were worthy winners of 3 of the 11 trophies.  I am 
proud of your efforts and achievements. 
 

I congratulate all above winners for their enthusiasm and participation in „uniting the Clubs in the bonds of 
friendship, good fellowship and  mutual understanding‟. 
 

 
MD CONVENTION 2010 – LEEDS 29TH APRIL – 2ND MAY 
 

This will probably be your final chance of booking for the MD Convention in Leeds marking the 60th      
Anniversary of Lions in the United Kingdom and Ireland.  Why not be a part of History?  
 

I am aware that Lion Harry Fry and Janet have put a lot of work into arranging comfortable and affordable 
accommodation in Leeds close to the Convention venue.  Knowing Harry, if you are still looking at      
booking a room or joining the District special dinner on Saturday night instead of the Banquet & Ball, he 
will bend over backwards (no offence) to accommodate you. 
 

All MD Convention events will take place at the Saville Hall in the Royal Armouries complex.  
 
For security reasons, every participant is expected to carry a photo ID with them at all times, so don‟t    
forget to take this with you, otherwise you will not be allowed to attend any of the events. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 
I am very happy to announce that our District 
contribution and pledges to the National            
Arboretum project currently stands at £4,250.00, 
from 39 Clubs.  I thank all the Clubs that have so 
far pledged or donated and urge those that have 
not to send in their pledges to PCC Mike Cooke 
at arboretum@lions.org.uk  
  

Clubs who have given their support are             
acknowledged on the Multiple District website 
and will be acknowledged in the Public Shelter 
itself. 
  

If you have already made a pledge, please now 
send your donations to the District Treasurer.  
Cheques should be made out to : LCI MD105M 
Charity Account, marked “Arboretum” on the 
back and sent to: 
 

PDG Lion John Bush 
Holly House, 
51 Northampton Road, 
Market Harborough. 
LE16 9HB 
 

DG SPOUSE PROJECT – HOSPICE AT HOME 
Pyjama Parade 
A Pyjama Fundraising Sponsored Walk in sup-
port of Local Hospice at Home Services is 
planned for Sunday 6th June 2010 at Cannon Hill 
Park on Russell Road, Birmingham B13 8RD, 
opposite the Edgbaston Cricket Club. You can 
choose to walk 2 or 5 Kilometers.  
 

Registrations will begin at 10.00am and the Walk 
will start at 11.00am prompt. 
 

Entry Forms are in circulation and can be or-
dered from Lion Phil White, 61, Partridge Road,       
Yardley, Birmingham B26 2DD.    
E-mail: philpwhite@talktalk.net  
 

Entry fees are £5.00 per adult (16 years and 
over) and £1 per child (5-15years). Grand Par-
ents are also very welcome. 
 

I urge all Clubs to please order Entry Forms and 
ensure promotion of this Walk among Lions and 
Non-Lions in support of Anna‟s Project.  
 

Happy Easter 
I wish all our Lions in our District a very Happy 
Easter. I hope that all the Clubs that organized 
Easter Egg distributions will have had an          
enjoyable time and received welcome patronage 
and cooperation within their local communities.  

Please circulate to all Club Members  

MEMBERSHIP 
Understandably the month of March was rather quiet 
vis-à-vis membership inductions but many Clubs went 
out on Easter Egg Pub crawls and I am sure are look-
ing forward to new members from the acquaintances 
developed over the Easter period. 
 

Please remember that we are all involved in          
Membership Drives both for our Clubs and the         
District. Please use every available opportunity to talk 
about Lion and why you are a Lion. Talk about your 
Club activities and Invite prospects to your Community 
Services and Social functions so that they may see first 
hand what Lions do and become interested whilst par-
ticipating as assistants. 
 

Our Statistics currently show that we have gained 88 
new Lions and lost 77 (inclusive of 10 deaths) in this 
Lions‟ year leaving us with a net gain of 11 members. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW LIONS 
At our Convention, I swore in the Mayor of Solihull, 
Councillor Norman Davies as an Honorary Lion; I hope 
Solihull Lions Club will make him feel at home by send-
ing him Club minutes and Inviting him to their social 
functions.  
 

I am happy to welcome the following newly inducted 
Lions: 
 

David Upson  Sandwell  
David Smith          “        
Joan Kelleher           “          
Romesh Oberoi  Coventry Godiva  
Geffrey Moore  Kingswinford & Stourbridge  
 

Two others were inducted by Moseley & Kings Heath 
Lions and Castle Bromwich are hoping to  induct 6 new 
members on the 15th of April. 
 

I welcome you all to the Lions Family and hope you will 
settle well into your new Clubs and start sharing in the 
joy of Service to your communities and   Humanity. 
 

105M LIONS DEAF AWARENESS DAY 
Club Presidents are reminded to start making plans for 
the first District 'Lions Deaf Awareness Day' which will 
take place on Wednesday 30th June 2010.  
 

The Royal National Institute for Deaf People (RNID) 
have chosen to celebrate this year's Annual Deaf 
Awareness Week from 28th June to 4th July 2010. Our 
Speech and Hearing Officer could not have       chosen 
a better day within that week than the last    official day 
to round up our Lions year, 30th June.  
 

However, each Club can organise a day within that 
week to put up an activity.  

Continued ... 

mailto:arboretum@lions.org.uk
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…….105M Deaf Awareness Day continued 
 
Please read the 2nd edition of "HEAR THIS"   
magazine (already circulated) for ideas on projects 
your Club can organise, or contact the District     
Officer PDG Roger Handcock for more  
information (Home number: 01933 273770 ). 

 
IN MEMORIAM  
  
For the sake of those who were not present at 
the Convention, a candle of remembrance was lit 
for Lions who have passed to higher Service in 
this  Lions year.  We remember them with great         
sympathies for their loved ones: 
  
Peter Hebblethwaite Balsall Common  
George Wilday Balsall Common  
Malcolm Hall Birmingham Exhibition  
Frank Fowler Birmingham Moseley & Kings Heath 
Roy White Birmingham Handsworth 
Hans Raj Kataria Birmingham Handsworth 
Don Powers Hinckley & Burbage 
Reg Prime Rugby Rokeby   
John Abbotts Solihull 
Bill Denis Southam 
 

Hans Jung Voorne Putten, Netherlands 
(Hans was a PDG and former NSL Officer, with whom this  
District has had a long relationship). 
 

May their Serving Souls Rest In Peace. 
 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR YOUTH 
EXCHANGE 
 

This is the time of the year again when Lions are 
called upon to host Youths from all around the 
Globe for 2 weeks. Lions who have Teenagers or 
young adults are best suited as hosts but also 
Lions who have spare bedrooms and are willing 
to spend a little time offering hospitality to young 
people are welcome to volunteer.  
 

There is a lot of joy derived from hosting young 
adults; apart from getting to know them well and 
learning about new cultures, you may be hosting 
a future World Leader. Many lasting friendships 
and foster parenthood have resulted from such 
hostings. 
 

Please contact Lion David Jackson of Marston 
Green on 0121 770 0223 or 07818 031338 or      
e-mail youthx@lions105m.org.uk 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

 

DG VISITS AND CHARTER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Visits 
 

As most of my Club visits were carried out between 
August and November 2009, I am now having more 
time to myself.  I had only 2 Club Visits in March 
and another 3 Clubs will be visited in April. They 
are: 
 
Brixworth & District Branch on Monday 12th 
Market Harborough Branch on Tuesday 13th 
Marston Green on Wednesday 14th 
 
I will then have only 2 more Clubs to visit, one in 
May and the last in June. 
 
Charter Anniversaries 
 

Towcester Lions on Friday 9
th
  

Nuneaton Lions on Saturday 10th 
Hinckley & Burbage on Friday 16th 
Kingswinford & Stourbridge on Saturday 24th 
Market Harborough on Sunday 25th 

 

I am looking forward to a few more Charter           
Anniversaries in May and June. I promise to watch 
my weight! 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

My fellow Lions in Service,  
 

“Nearer and Nearer draws the time 
The Time that shall surely be 

When the chain of DG shall be removed 
And my Song shall be 

Take this chain from my neck and set me free” 
 
I have been having a great time in Service of this 
District, but this I owe to the friendship, fellowship, 
cooperation and mutual understanding that I have 
enjoyed from Individual Lions, from Clubs, from my 
Cabinet and, in spite of a few hiccups, from the    
District as a whole. 
 
Have a great month remembering that we are: 
 
 

All One In Service  

mailto:youthx@lions105m.org.uk

